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Medicolegal issues in clinical practice: a primer for
the legally challenged
Deborah J. Wear-Finkle; Huron, Mich; 2000; Rapid Psychler
Press; 244 pages; $32.95.
This is a basic guide to medical legal issues in clinical practice.
It covers the common areas of physician liability, including new
areas of liability associated with managed care. Practical advice is
given on how to limit one’s risk in practice and thus avoid a lawsuit.
There is good information on federal and state regulatory
agencies and recent legislation affecting the practice of medicine.
There was also a clear discussion of ethical issues faced by today’s
physicians. In addition, specialty-specific information on a limited
number of medical specialties, not including vascular surgery, is
presented.
In general, this publication can serve as a basic risk man-
agement tool. It is well written, easy to read, concise, and filled
with a number of useful and practical tips. Of particular inter-
est is the “Ten Commandments for Legally Aware Physicians.”
As the author points out in her own disclaimer, she is not a
lawyer, and the information presented should not be taken as
legal advice.
In summary, I recommend this book as an excellent, basic
guide to legal issues in clinical practice.
Barry M. Manuel, MD
Boston University School of Medicine
Boston, Mass
doi:10.1067/mva.2001.116641
Recreating medicine: episode issues of the frontiers
of medicine
G. E. Pente; Latham, Md; 2000; Rowman & Littlefield; 207
pages; $22.95.
Anyone who practices medicine today is aware that there are
some unique ethical issues relative to our time. Throughout this
book, a number of very controversial ethical issues are raised. I
feel the purpose in writing this book is to begin a confrontation
on the many new ethical issues that face us in the new century and
millennium. Several of the controversial issues raised in this book
include paying for transplantable organs and reproductive health,
originating humans by cloning when safe to do so, allowing par-
ents to choose traits of their children, expanding choice in
enhancement medicine, letting the Internet empower patients,
and deciding whether genes should be patentable.
The author believes that the vast majority of physicians are
conservative about changing moral rules and that there is a vac-
uum for bioethics to fill questioning ethical assumptions that
operate in medicine. He feels that bioethicists have become too
timid and respectful of the present state of medicine. He points
out that the history of medicine reveals many areas in which
physicians have been severely criticized for pushing the envelopes
of established medical ethics. In 1860, J. Marion Sims insemi-
nated women with the sperm of their husbands to overcome
infertility. Sims was condemned for trying to produce babies
unnaturally and for assisting women to commit adultery. Louis
Pasteur and Joseph Lister were accused not only of false and dan-
gerous views but also of immoral views.
In the chapter “Recreating the Doctor-Patient Relationship,”
the author points out how cybermedicine can be extremely help-
ful in reestablishing a healthy relationship between doctor and
patient. In the author’s words “in an ideal informational frame-
work, information does not flow to either physician or patient
exclusively but to both in a shared format. Joint decision making
based on common focused information is the ideal arrangement
of an ethical information system. Shared decision making empow-
ers and humanizes both patient and physician.”
I found the chapter “Recreating Organ Donation: The Case
for Reimbursement” to be extremely interesting. It appears
objectionable to us that individuals who donate organs or families
who donate organs of loved ones should be reimbursed finan-
cially. In fact, the Transplant Societies are opposed to this con-
cept. Issues raised in this chapter are that in this country, people
are allowed to sell their sperm, eggs, hair, and blood, but the con-
cept of payment for donating an organ such as a kidney or a lobe
of liver is abhorrent to us. The strongest argument for rewarded
organ donation is a direct one, life itself; doing so would save may
lives. The author contends that nearly 3000 Americans die each
year while waiting for an organ transplant that never occurs.
In the minimum the author suggests that offering payments
to families for cadaveric organ donation would increase both the
number of lives saved and the quality of life lived of those who
obtain transplants. The author points out that it seems hypocriti-
cal that the only people not paid in the whole system of organ
transplantation are the families of donors. Hospitals, surgeons,
organ retrieval teams, and procurement organizations regularly
sell their services.
The chapter “Recreating Nature: Patenting Human Genes?”
likewise is very thought provoking. At issue is whether patents can
be applied to human genes. Scientists who work for pharmaceu-
tical companies claim that without such patent protection, genetic
medicines will never be developed. United States patent laws do
not generally allow patents on “products of nature” or on
“nature’s handy work” such as rocks, plants, and chemical ele-
ments. In 1980, the United States Supreme Court, in a famous
decision, awarded patent protection of a genetically modified
organism designed to clean up oil spills. In doing so the court set
up a precedent declaring that organisms that are alive can receive
the protection of patents if they have been altered or genetically
modified. Two reasons for patent laws are (1) to reward the
efforts of scientists in discovering useful inventions and (2) to
promote the general good. At issue is whether there can be a
patent on a human DNA fragment. “Perhaps an argument against
the permissibility of patents on human DNA is that this very basic
stuff of humans should be controlled by all humans as a public
good, not by individuals of corporations.”
I found this to be an extremely enjoyable and easily read
book. The author fulfills his objectives in raising some very con-
troversial issues. In my opinion, regardless of what your thoughts
are on some of these very controversial topics, you will be
aroused, stimulated, and perhaps angered but unquestionably
enlightened by the discussions in this book.
James O. Menzoían, MD, FACS
Boston Medical Center
Boston, Mass
doi:10.1067/mva.2001.116809
Text atlas of wound management
Vincent Falanga; Malden, Mass; 2000; Martin Dunitz; 310
pages; $65.00.
Text Atlas of Wound Management is a pictorial guide to
wound care. It is a series of photographs, each accompanied by
a clinical vignette. There are many examples of common causes
of wounds, such as diabetes, venous hypertension, and
ischemia, but also a number of illustrations of problems less often
